
37  RotaRact hanDbook

stAndARd RotARAct club 
constitution

ARticlE i — name

The	name	of	this	organization	shall	be	the	Rotaract	Club	of	_________.

ARticlE ii — Purpose and Goals

The purpose of Rotaract is to provide an opportunity for young men and women to enhance the 

knowledge and skills that will assist them in personal development, to address the physical and 

social needs of their communities, and to promote better relations between all people worldwide 

through a framework of friendship and service.

The goals of Rotaract are:

1. To develop professional and leadership skills;

2.	 To	emphasize	respect	for	the	rights	of	others,	and	to	promote	ethical	standards	and	the	dignity	

of all useful occupations;

3. To provide opportunities for young people to address the needs and concerns of the community 

and our world;

4. To provide opportunities for working in cooperation with sponsoring Rotary clubs;

5. To motivate young people for eventual membership in Rotary.

ARticlE iii — sponsorship

1.	 The	sponsor	of	this	Rotaract	club	is	the	Rotary	Club	of	__________	which,	through	a	committee	of	

its Rotarians, the number of which shall be determined by the club, shall provide guidance and 

have supportive responsibility for this Rotaract club. The continued well-being of this club shall 

depend on the continued active personal participation of the sponsoring Rotary club.

2.	 The	basis	of	organization	shall	be	young	men	and	women	who	are	committed	to	the	goals	of	

the	Rotaract	program	and	to	building	a	relationship	with	the	sponsoring	Rotary	club.	Where	a	

university or other institution of higher education is located within the vicinity of the sponsoring 

Rotary	club,	the	student	body	of	each	institution	may	also	be	a	basis	of	organization.	This	club	is	

not a part of, and neither this club nor its members have any rights or privileges with respect to, 

the sponsoring Rotary club.

3.	 This	club	is	a	non-political,	non-sectarian	organization.

4. In the event that the sponsoring Rotary club is terminated, the governor of the Rotary district 

will seek to install another sponsoring Rotary club; if one cannot be found within 180 days, the 

Rotaract club will be terminated.

ARticlE iV — Membership

1. The membership of this club shall consist of young men and women of good character and 

leadership potential between the ages of 18 and 30.* It is recommended, but not mandated, that 

there be a minimum of 15 charter members when chartering a new club.

2. The method of electing members of this club shall be determined by this club in consultation 

with the sponsoring Rotary club. The method of electing new members of university-based** 

Rotaract clubs shall have the approval of the appropriate authorities.

3. Each member of this Rotaract club shall attend at least 60% of the club’s regularly scheduled 

meetings annually, provided that absence from a regularly scheduled meeting of the club may be 

*On	30	June	of	the	Rotaract	year	in	which	the	member	becomes	30	years	old	his/her	Rotaract	membership	will	end.

**As used in this constitution, the term “university” is intended to include all institutions of higher education.
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made up as follows: any member absent from a regular meeting of this club may make up such 

absence by attendance at a regular meeting of any other Rotaract club or any Rotary club on any 

day of the two weeks immediately preceding or following the day of the absence, or attendance 

and	participation	in	a	club	service	project	or	a	club-sponsored	community	event	or	meeting	

authorized	by	the	board.

4. All Rotary Foundation scholars, who are within the age guidelines adopted by the board for the 

Rotaract program, shall be eligible for guest Rotaract club membership during the period of their 

study in another country.

5.	 Membership	shall	automatically	terminate	(a)	upon	failure	to	meet	attendance	requirements	

unless	excused	by	the	board	of	directors	of	this	club	for	good	and	sufficient	reason	or	(b)	by	

termination	of	the	club	or	(c)	on	30	June	of	the	Rotaract	year	in	which	the	member	becomes	30	

years old.

6.	 Membership	may	be	terminated	(a)	upon	failure	to	continue	to	meet	the	qualifications	for	

membership,	or	(b)	for	cause,	as	determined	by	this	club	by	vote	of	not	less	than	2/3	of	all	the	

members in good standing.

ARticlE V — Meetings

1. The club shall meet not less than twice per month, as provided in the by-laws, at a time suited to 

the convenience of the members.

2. The board of directors shall meet as provided in the by-laws.

3. Rotary International recommends each sponsoring Rotary club to designate one or more 

members	of	its	club	to	attend	the	meeting(s)	of	its	Rotaract	club(s)	at	least	once	a	month.

4. Meetings of the club and of the board of directors may be cancelled during holiday or vacation 

periods at the discretion of the board of directors. The board may cancel a regular meeting if it 

falls on a legal holiday or in case of the death of a club member, an epidemic, a disaster affecting 

the	whole	community,	or	an	armed	conflict	in	the	community	that	endangers	the	lives	of	the	

club members. The board may cancel not more than four regular meetings in a year for causes 

not	otherwise	specified	herein	provided	that	this	club	does	not	fail	to	meet	for	more	than	three	

consecutive meetings.

5. Minutes of the meetings of the club and board of directors shall be provided to the chair of the 

sponsor Rotary club’s Rotaract committee within two weeks after each meeting is held.

ARticlE Vi — officers and directors

1.	 The	officers	of	this	club	shall	be	a	president,	vice-president,	secretary,	treasurer	and	such	

additional	officer(s)	as	may	be	provided	in	the	by-laws.

2. The governing body of this club shall be a board of directors composed of the president, 

immediate past president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and additional directors whose 

number shall be determined by this club, all to be elected from among the members in good 

standing.	All	decisions,	policies,	and	actions	of	the	board	and	of	the	club	shall	be	subject	to	the	

provisions of this constitution and policy established by Rotary International and its members.

	 If	university-based,	this	club	shall	be	subject	to	the	same	regulations	and	policies	established	

by	the	appropriate	authorities	for	all	student	organizations	and	extracurricular	activities	of	the	

university.

	 The	board	of	directors	shall	have	general	control	over	all	officers	and	committees	and	may,	for	

good	cause,	declare	any	office	vacant.	It	shall	constitute	a	board	of	appeals	from	the	rulings	of	all	

officers	and	actions	of	all	committees.

3.	 Elections	of	officers	and	directors	shall	be	held	annually	prior	to	1	March	by	methods	compatible	

with	local	customs	and	procedures,	but	in	no	case	shall	more	than	simple	majority	of	the	

members present and in good standing be required for elections.
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